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tion. It is probable that those of the constitutional countries
worked against the governments that persecuted their fellows;
it is also possible that the Masons had transmitted from one
country to another a certain idea, somewhat vague, of a liberal
constitutional system. Was there, beside the national official
organization, a secret international directory, working, in addi-
tion to the acknowledged doctrines and aims, to make a republi-
can, lay revolution in all the countries? This is the view of
certain Catholic writers, Cretineau-Joly, Father Deschamps,
Claiulio Jannet. it is not possible to settle it historically; we
can only see that there was no unity of political doctrine among
Free Masons, that a number of revolutionary leaders have been
Free Masons, that some have gone into the Masonic lodges to
win supporters, perhaps even to propagate revolutionary ideas
there. But there is nothing to show that they worked for revo-
lution as Free Masons,

The Restoration governments differed in their conduct toward
the Free Masons. The Protestant states left them alone. In
France the Liberal ministries (Descazes) favoured them. The
Tsar of Russia, Alexander L, encouraged the creation of lodges,
Metternich, on the contrary, forbade all associations and de-
nounced to the other governments the intrigues of the sects, as
he termed all political or religious societies, including the mys-
ticists and Bible societies. He took advantage of the associa-
tions of German students (which were probably purely national
and without connection with Free Masonry), and more emphati-
cally of the revolution in Spain and Italy, to ask the Tsar to
suppress secret societies (1820-21). Alexander decided, in 1822,
to forbid Free Masonry in Russia.

After the absolutist restoration in Naples, the secret society
of Carbonari, hitherto exclusively Italian, entered into relations
with the French revolutionists, perhaps with the Free Masons.
The French Ckarbonnerie was then constituted on the Italian
model, in 1821, by the founders of a Masonic lodge, the Friends
of Truth, Buchez, Joubert, Bazard, and Flottard. This was,
however, a national society, with a national platform, the ex-
pulsion of the Bourbons (see p. 122). The only international
organization was the Cosmopolitan Alliance, founded by certain
leaders of the French Liberals, among them Lafayette.

The action of the secret societies was confined to unsuccessful
revolutions in Spain and Italy, and unsuccessful conspiracies
against the Bourbons, from 1820 to 1822; and perhaps to the